Statistics for H2A, H2B, and H2R Visas
2006

The United States admits temporary (less than one year) non-professional foreign guestworkers through
its H-2 program.

H-2A visas are issued for seasonal agricultural workers.

H-2B visas are issued for temporary non-agricultural workers. Industries that often use H-2B workers are
forestry, construction, and landscaping.

The H-2R visa program only existed for part of fiscal years 2005, 2006 and 2007. The visas were issued to
persons who had been issued an H-2B visa within any of the previous three fiscal years. The H-2B and H-
2R issuance totals for each nationality when added together produce the totals of H-2B temporary
worker visas issued.

H-2A H-2B, H-2R H-2A H-2B, H-2R H-2A H-2B, H-2R
72,510 190,795 37,149 122,541 46,432 134,071
48,366 N/A 31,892 89,135 129,327

Data is compiled by three different entities, the Department of Labor, the Department of State, and the
Department of Homeland Security, each of which are involved at different points in the process of
obtaining H-2 Workers. For a more detailed explanation on the process, please see:
http://globalworkers.org/migrationdata US process.html

*Please note that all data reflects the U.S. government’s fiscal year, which runs October — September.
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Department of Labor

The United States Department of Labor records the number of workers requested by employers, as well as
the number of employees certified by the department.

Fiscal Year H-2A Requested | H-2A Certified H-2B, H-2R H-2B, H-2R
Requested Certified

88,391 72,510 247,287’ 190,795

“ 50,721° 48,366 151,182 N/A

! United States Department of Labor, Employment and Training Division, H-2A Program Data,
http://www.flcdatacenter.com/CaseH2A.aspx retrieved September 20, 2007.

? United States Department of Labor, Employment and Training Division, H-2B Program Data,
http://www.flcdatacenter.com/CaseH2B.aspx retrieved September 20, 2007.

? United States Department of Labor, Foreign Labor Certification Division, H-2A Regional Summary;
http://www.foreignlaborcert.doleta.gov/h-2a_region2005.cfm retrieved February 17, 2010.

* Read, Arthur, LEARNING FROM THE PAST: Designing Effective Worker Protections for Comprehensive
Immigration Reform. On file with Global Workers.
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Department of State

The Department of State interviews individual H-2 visa applicants at its Consulates, which then compiles
more detailed information. Total numbers are based on the visas issued by each Consulate. *

Total H-2A Visas Issued in 2006 - 37,149

1. Mexico 34,195
2. South Africa 1,054
3. Peru 841
4. Nicaragua 146
5. Guatemala 110
6. Romania 87
7. Australia 87
8. New Zealand 84
9. Haiti 78
10. Chile 64

Total H-2B and H-2R Visas Issues in 2006 - 122,541

1. Mexico 79,992
2. Jamaica 13,129
3. Guatemala 4,961
4. Romania 3,081
5.  South Africa 1,902
6. Philippines 1,640
7. Brazil 1,591
8. Great Britain and Northern Ireland 1,540
9. Bulgaria 1,345
10. Dominican Republic 1,343
Al l statistics c o mfydodenIdDethilrTablel , T aabcl cee sesnitbiltel eadt, Depart men

Security, Nonimmigrant Visa Statistics; http://travel.state.gov/visa/frvi/statistics/statistics 4582.html, retrieved
December 27, 2009.
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Department of Homeland Security

The Department of Homeland Security collects information based on the number of H2 visa entrances.
Because visa holders are permitted to enter and leave within the valid dates of their visa, these numbers
do not take into account multiple entrances from a single worker on the same visa.

Total H-2A Visa Entrances, 2006 - 46,432

Top Ten Countries of Origin for H-2A workers ¢ 2006°

1. Mexico 40,283
2. Jamaica 3,376
3. South Africa 757
4, Canada 454
5. Guatemala 133
6. Nicaragua 119
7. Australia 84
8. Haiti 72
9. Romania 72
10. New Zealand 58

Total H2-B and H-2R Visa Entrances, 2006 - 134,071

Top Ten Countries of Origin for H-2B workers ¢ 2006’

1. Mexico 89,184
2. Jamaica 11,488
3. Guatemala 4,485
4. Romania 2,868
5. Canada 2,689
6. South Africa 2,051
7. United Kingdom 1,688
8. Brazil 1,591
9. Dominican Republic 1,462
10. Philippines 1,447

6 Department of Homeland Security, Office of Immigration Statistics, Yearbook of Immigration Statistics: 2006,
Table 33. (http://www.dhs.gov/ximgtn/statistics/publications/YrBkO6NI.shtm) Accessed Sept 2007
’ Department of Homeland Security, Office of Immigration Statistics, Yearbook of Immigration Statistics: 2006,
Table 33. (http://www.dhs.gov/ximgtn/statistics/publications/YrBkO6NI.shtm) Accessed Sept 2007

Compiled by Global Workers Justice Alliance, February 2010



